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 Tutors, students, staff, and the 

CLC Board gather annually in the fall 

to celebrate and appreciate the 

spirit of volunteerism that allows 

our programs to flourish.  The 

Church of the Incarnation graciously 

hosts this event, which our Board 

organizes and presides over.  The 

Knights of Columbus supply the delicious dinner for all 

who attend.  

Many tutors invite their students and it is an opportu-

nity to visit, enjoy a wonderful meal and salute our ef-

forts for one night.  We thank Father Parham for his 

presence and gracious words of welcome.   

A highlight of the evening is the presentation of the 

Outstanding Volunteer of the Year Award , which is 

named in honor of John Barrios. John is a wonderful 

community volunteer, not only with Collierville Literacy  

 

Council, but with many, many organizations both in Col-

lierville and  outside of Collierville.  

Congratulations to Jane Dalton , pictured left, who was 

presented with the 2009  Volunteer of the Year Award 
by CLC Director, Karen Ray.  Jane started tutoring with 

CLC two years ago.  She has donated 227 hours of time 

to her students in these two years.  Previously, Jane 

had two ESL students; one of them received her Citi-

zenship while Jane was her tutor.  At the time of our 

dinner, Jane was tutoring  3 students, an ELL student, a 

Literacy student and a GED student!  

Karen also recognized tutors Clare Griggs and Emily 

Duke with their five year service awards.  Both Clare 

and Emily have impacted many students with their warm 

personalities and dedication. We are so fortunate to 

have them and many others who are so generous with 

their time.  
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Holiday Greetings from all of us to all of you!  

Thoughts from Karen é  

This has been an exciting year of growth for the Literacy Council.  More than 175 tutors helped us serve over 500 

students last year ð both record numbers for CLC!  

To our tutors ð Weõve enjoyed every moment weõve spent with you to help students achieve their goals.  And a lot 

of goals were achieved, from 87 GED graduates, to 3 new U.S. citizens, to individual achievements with driving and 

employment manuals, to obtaining jobs.  

To our students ð You bring so many good things to the staff and your tutors.  Your hard work and determination 

inspire us, your achievements bring smiles to our faces, you teach us about your native countries 

and things you are skilled at that we arenõt.  You have each added something to our lives! 

To friends of Collierville Literacy Council ð We appreciate so much that you have continued to sup-

(Continued on page 8) 
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Mission Statement  

The Collierville Literacy Council is a non -profit 

organization dedicated to providing opportunities 

for adults to attain educational goals that en-

hance individual growth and benefit families, the 

workplace and the community.  

Governing Board  

Sarah Walne, President  

Kim Keough,  President Elect  

Dave Parks, Immediate Past President  

Trish Kerr, Treasurer  

Susan Eads, Secretary  

Pat Albee , Carolton Anderson, John Barrios,          

Steve Hoffman, Gerri Jernigan,  Dan Lattimore,     

Sissy Lofton, Henry Stokes and Joel Tracy            

Staff : Karen Ray, Director  

Carol Faller, GED Coordinator  

Julie Parks, Volunteer Coordinator  

Kelly Thieme, Literacy Coordinator  

Trish Kerr, Bookkeeper  

Volunteers : Mary Jane Randolph &  

Elizabeth Wayne   

Opportunities to Help!   

Schnucks & Kroger Cardsé 

   Donate to the Collierville  

   Literacy Council  

  While you shop!!  
Our thanks to those of you who have and use 

these reloadable gift cards from both Kroger* 

and Schnucks grocery stores. .   

For those of you who would like to support CLC in this way:  

 1.  Pick up the card of your choice at the Collierville  

     Literacy Council.  

 2. Take it to the Kroger or Schnucks where you shop.  

 3.  Load your gift card at the register.  

 4. Use it to pay when you check out and a percent of the  

      amount loaded will be donated to CLC!  

Thank you, thank you for making this effort!   
   *Kroger cards are preloaded with $5.00   

 

 

B 
arnes & Noble  

ookfair                              

December 10th ñ16th, 2009  

      Barnes & Noble Carriage Crossing,  

  Collierville  

  A percentage of the net sale will be donated to 

Collierville Literacy Council!  

Please present our Bookfair I.D. # 578518  

     

             

    Thanks for shopping 
at     Barnes & Noble! :)   

 

 

 

 

 

Make Christmas Shopping a Breeze in 2009!  

 Simply make a donation ($10 per name), and we will mail a 

holiday card in your name to a friend, family member or business 

associate.  They will be pleased to know that you have made a spe-

cial donation to the CLC in their honor.  

 Stop into our office to fill out a form, or call us to mail 

one to you!  Deadline is Friday, December 18 .  854 -0288.  

  

Collierville Literacy Council:  

  Telephone & Fax # 901/854 -0288  

  Email address: cvilleliteracy@bellsouth.net  

  Website: www.colliervilleliteracy.org  

customer.jsp
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Tutor Support Gatherings é  

The volunteer tutors at CLC are certified through a 10 -hour free Tutor Training they attend 

before they begin tutoring.  Periodic Tutor Support Gatherings (TSG) are held at the Coun-

cil to facilitate ongoing tutor education, to foster tutor camaraderie and  to share new infor-

mation with one another.  Days, times and FOOD vary as we try to accommodate our tutorsõ 

different schedules and interests.  

Our THANKS to Kelley Seitz, who provided insight, helpful hints and activities to use 

with our English Language Learners (ELL) at our Wednesday, August 19 Tutor Support 

Gathering .  Kelley is one of the tutors who works with our Wednesday Talk Time Program.   

Thursday, October 29 found Tutors Gathering again to focus on sounds é hearing them 

and pronouncing them.  Led by Kelly Thieme , our newest staff member, we learned new 

ways to work through the sounds of our English letters.  

PLEASE give us feedback on these gatherings, and suggest topics we might explore together!  

  ***See page 8 for Calendar of Upcoming CLC Events!***  

  

        CLC STUDENTS !!  

  Remember to sign your name on a slip of  paper and put it in the FISH BOWL  

 each  time you come to the Literacy Council to work with your tutor!   

Congratulations to all our $10 winners!!  

August 2009: Terryõs student, Hyun Jung  

September 2009:  Donnaõs student, Yolanda 

October 2009:  Carolõs student, Valerie 

November 2009:  Cathyõs student, Satyam              

  (Our thanks to Collierville Presbyterian Church who has made this incentive possible!)  

Weather 

Rule:  If 

schools are Closed ñ 

No Talk Time  or  Coffee 
&  Conversation ñ  

Check with your tutor 

for individual classes!  

 

 

                                                                       

Congratulations to Mai Tran and Hye Kim, pictured at the right, two of our ELL stu-

dents who recently became U. S. citizens! Mai, a native of Viet Nam, and Hye, origi-

nally from South Korea, have been working on their English skills with me since last 

fall.  They both applied for citizenship this year and for the past few months have 

been hard at work studying the one hundred possible questions that they might face 

on the new exam. Each week we learned the answers to questions ranging from 

òWhat is the supreme law of the land?ó to òWho is your U. S. representative?ó 

After receiving an interview date from the immigration authorities, they each went 

for an interview where they were asked general questions about their background and why they wanted to become citizens. They 

were asked ten questions about U. S. government, history and geography and were given a simple dictation test.  The interview er 

gave each of them the good news that they had passed.   At a later date they attended a swearing in ceremony with other new c iti-

zens.  After Hyeõs exam, the three of us celebrated with real Memphis food ð barbeque and ribs from Germantown Commissary!  

Both Hye and Mai have worked so hard to become active in their adopted country.  Mai works in her familyõs business, Dianaõs Nails, 
in Collierville. This week she told me proudly that she just received her new U. S. passport, which sheõll be using to travel back to 

Viet Nam in January. Hye and her husband are busy getting ready to open a new branch of their dry cleaning business, Elite Clean-
ers, in Germantown. She told me, òBefore I became a citizen, I didnõt belong to America. Now Iõm more involved ð watching, listen-

ing, votingéó  It was a great experience for me to help them along this path.    

           Pam Guthrie, tutor  

Celebrating Citizenship!  
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Tutors pictured left to right, back row: Don Price,      

Steve Cantu, Nectar Cantu, Sheila OõConnell, Elvira Sylve,    

Franke Rob, Sonjii Owens.  Middle row: Terri Vice,      

Ginny Hollis, Neeta Shah.  Front row:  Leeann Buttram  and 

Saumil Shah.  

 

CLC Celebrates our Newest Certified Tutors!  

 

WELCOME to our newest groups 

of trained and certified volunteer tutors!  

We are so glad to have your helping hands.  

Most of you have already met with your 

student/s and are getting acquainted and 

working hard!  Thank you for taking 10 

hours out of your weekend to prepare for 

this service.  

Tutors pictured left to right, back row: Toni Archer, 

Reba Johnson, Jim Zimmer, Richard French, Ed 

Weaver. Front:  Nancy Harness, Danielle Goodgion,    

Tusa McNary, Pat Gonyea, Jimmy Tran and Cheryl Ruddy.  

 

  

      

  Cox Community Center was a hopping place 
October 22, with many local residents  visiting the assort-
ment of booths at the Town of Collierville and Collierville 
Chamberôs annual Business Expo.   Collierville Literacy 
Council was well represented by its dedicated Board mem-
bers! Thanks to all of you who shared CLC with the many 
interested folk who stopped by to check us out.  Congratula-
tions to Kathy Scales and Sid Beach for winning travel 
Scrabble games!   

Pictured is CLC Board President, Sarah Walne, chatting with 
an interested visitor at the Expo.  


